Thureday, February 1, 1940. 


Speoied Oommittee to Investicate 
Uneamerican et rie tes. 


Rouse of Representatives, * 
Yashington, D. 0. 

The oonmnttee met at 12:30 g. n., Ron. Joe Starnes 

(aoting Ohairman) preetding. \ 
TESTIMONY OF MERWIN I. HART 

(The n wae svorn dy the Aoting Chairman, ) 

Mr. Starnes. Give us your name and addreas, please, 

Mr. Hart. Merwin K. Hert. Vy Feaidence ie New 
Hartford, Hew York, and my office is 17 “net hand Street, 
New York Olity, 

Ir. Sternes. mat is your tusiness or profession? 

Ur. Hurt. I a lawyer by profession, though I 
have not praotioed for twenty years. Yor ten years 
post I hove been connected with the New York State Boonomia 
Counoil, eae president in Hew York City. 

kr. Starnes. You eave familiar, of oourse, with the 
dtatoment made by Congressman Hook of Miohigun, whioh he 
inserted in the Record? 

My. Hart. Yes, sir; 1 deve it here. 

Mr. Starnes. mich attempts to show thet there was 
e connection or oolfusion between Mr. Dies ond certain 
TMB. Y rekt Fol has tte Brouehe TANS Tats 
matter and it wae alleged that you were in sympathy or 
eollusion with the Ohristian Front or Ohrietien Mobil ser: 
or some of the eubvere ive activities in this country. will 
you give s etntement to the committee as to whether or not 


@ 


you are a tester of either of these organisations and have 


worked in oollusion with them in eny wey, hape or fashion, 
ae elleged in these stetenente? 

My. Hert. OUongreesmen, I an neithes a uember of it 
nor heve I worked ir collusion with 1. 

ur. Voorbis. Of what? 

Ur. Hart. The Ohrietian Front. Hor did 1 ever 
hear of it until Februery, 1939. 1 heave this etatement 
in the Reoord here. Congreseunn, would it be agree- 
able to the comaittee if I made a etntoement referring to 
oertein of the remarks here vhion are untrue and with re- 
epecot to adwa of Mich I have the dooumentary proof that 
they are untrue? 

Nr. Btarnes, All right. Prodeed. 

ur. hart. Mr. Hook aaye on page 849, in opening 
hie remerka, thet he is going to *stiok absolutely to kuom 
and verifiable feota, * The teantimony, so far as it 
relates to ue, hae to do with three inoludente, a lunoheon 
given dy the Naw York Atate Koononia Council, my orgenise- 
tion, to Mr. Dies, on December 6, 1934, and a gase neeting 
dy a oo mit tee of oitisenn at the Seventh Regiment Armory 
in New York on Pebrunty 1S, 1935, with whioh ur. Olea had 
nothing whatsoever to do tit where sy nene was nentioned, 
in faot l presided, and there are oartain sliegations that 
I will come to in a moment about that. And, lastly, 

a mane meeting for Amerion, a8 we oall it, st Hadison 
Bquar4 Garden on Novemter 165, 1°39, at whioh ur. Dies was 
the ohief epenker. 

Firat in regard to the luncheon, e had per suaded 


Ar. Clee to oome to Kew York for this lunoheon on Deoender 


8, 1°38. Ac A uatrer of fast, it wag rather diffioult 

to hold him to his engarement because of fatigue and 
because of the fact that he claimed, and we know rightfully, 
that he needed to out dom on his engagements rather than 
inoreage thom, and there were three second engagements thet 
he hed msde in New York Oity within e very few daye end he 
felt that he might drop all of them or sowe of then. 
Finally, I vel eve he kept ther all. 

Rut I make the point that it was with ateftoalry 
that we were able to hold Mr. Dies to thie luncheon engege- 
wont. Mere were some eight hundred people present fh 
the hall. ve had e sponsoring ocomulttee of I guess there 
are fifty names here, and I will leave thie with the oom 
ittee in order to permit then to see it when I go. mie 
is a program of the lunohson. 

On page 650 of the Reoord Hr. Hook says that 11 10 
noteworthy that ur. Meeler-k111 “ name wae on the program 
for the luncheon as one of the sponsors. 4 Hore iss 
program of the luncheon and the comuittee will see that bie 
name does not appear anong the eponsora and it is not dur- 
prieing that that 10 the osse because we had never heard of 
him up to that time. 

ur. Voorhis, Was he present there? | 

Mr. Kart. I am coming to that in sequence, pledee 
sir. Then he esya he wae on the invitation sent out.“ 
He gays he has a oopy of the invitation. The only name 
that appears on the invitation 16 Colonel Arthur 7, Oosbey, 
Seoretary, who had the lunobheon got up, and there ere no 


other names on there. 


Ur. Starnes. You are offerin- those as exhibits 1 


BEST AVAILABLE COPY 


and 27 

Ar. art. Yee. 

ir. Iarnee. All fight. 

Ur, art. Go that in these important detaile, 
veceuce they would tend to boleter up the pioture that Ur. 
Nook tries to draw, and shioh I will now come to, Ur. Look 
fe in error, They nro importsnt. 

Now, after that meeting there wore vrarent - 

5. Starneo. Mhioh maating? 

Ar. Hart. This lunoheon. 1 an 1111 on the 
lunoheon. 

hfe Gturnes. All right. 

Ur. Hart. ihere ware present ot that lunoheon ur. 
Frier “unn and ur. sheeler-iitll and othere of their friends. 
After we had eat Jom at the toble ur. John ©. Trevor, a 
lawyer ond an intiuato friend of uind, who wan et the 
apeakere' table onue to ce and oeid do you know thet Frite 
Kuhn is cxeeont?* I did not, ana I do not think I had 
ever hesre of Frite Kuhn up to that time. I etrolled 
down the aisle end found that it woe true, thet the ean 
with hie back to the wall waa Frite zubn end immediately 
tha prese learned of tne thing end they awarned ebout the 
oommitter:, more ar. Lier and I were nitting and I wae 
pur aued ai asked to ay ir Kuhn hed bean invited, and 
we tolc tian, Mich waa the oe, thet he had not been 
invited, ala wea re wrdlio luncicon, however, and among 
those who hac bought tebles unknom tc us rere Jance 
Me eler- 111, end hic nere cid appeer on the beok of the 


lunoheon program r one of the zueate, ko other name 


then Wheeler-i11l appeared. ihe tuya of tables cinply 
regie tered that way. I think the presa were sat ief ed 
entirely, unleas it was perhaps the Dally wtorker represen~ 
tative, for it vas aa muol a surprise to ua as anybody 
that Mr. Kuhn was there. 

men I returne! to ur. cles 1/nentioned the faot 
that there were persons prasent we had learned who would 
not agree with what wae to de 3310, very likely, but we 
wol cone then because they sould learn soxething. 

“Uy, Mason. Ie there a record of your remarks, eto? 

Lr. Stripling. Yee. We have that in the Kew 
York Hemrald-Tritune report. 

ur. Heson. That is just o rewoscper report. 

Vr. Hert. “e dic not heve a otenographio report. 
ze had not expooted this pertivular thing to be of ony 
impor tenos. 

Bo moh for that. Ur. Dien, inoidentelly, addressed 
hiuself dircatly to Ur. Kuhn and talked to him ao that no 
notice of it was taken by any ona. The audienoe Sas 
quite eetiefied that Kuln and his frisndo had not beer 
invited, Let ue coy that Mheelor-2112 to not a nonder 
of the organization, Ha vag siavly one of the public 
and read/ about the thing in the popor ond bought a tioket. 

kre Voorhic. Of met orgenirotion? 

ut. Hert. Of the New York State Toonog io Oounoll. 

Ur. Voorhie. met vo thr organisation thet spon- 
eored this lunot son? 

bre Harte Niet sac the crprrniratior that sponsored 


thie luncheon, she aecon event wos r' to-onlled patriotic 


MAGS meeting which iad nothing vo do with the New York State 


Foonowle Counoll, at the Soventh Reginant Arvsory, February 
19th. 

uy. Dempsey. Te thir the Lanse that Mr, Vanderlip 
was president of at one tine, Mr. Prank A. Yanderlip? 

ur. Hart. Wo, er. Mr. George Bickerehem was 
the firct ohairman of the bosrd, snd ur. Britt mo the next, 
and ginge he retired we have not had a ohnirian o? the board, 

Ur. Caeey. How long here thir organization been in 
ortet enoe ! 

Ir. Hart. Juat ten yerrs. 

re Starnes. All Fight. menk you. 

Ur. Hart. base ing over thie, the statement le nade 

here, and I will mantion thie tou, that vr. Hook (es on 
page 650 thet et a meeting on December 15th, I think it was, 
I presided, a meatine of the so oslled Amertoan Patriots. 
It de untrue thet I presided, I had sttended one or two 
lunoheone of thie organisation to eee rhat it was like and 
on this ooonaion I had been asked to wake an sddrese and I 
did make chat eddrese and withdrew. But I did not pre- 
side end that is all 1 know about that. 

vr. Voorhia. tae kr. Allen Toll there? 

ur. Bart. He wee “dere and thet is hie orgenise tion. 

Ur. Worb in. Are you aoqininted with hin! 

Er. Hart. I am ecoquainted with din. 

Mr. Yoorhia. 7111 you tell us what you think about 
tole orgen 11A tion. 

Ir. Hart. I do not think mush of it. I do not 
like it at all, an I will exnlatn. One of my Yriende in 


Wew York had visited Spain atout July or Apeest leet year, 


and another trip about Aupuet or “eptenber of 1°36, 
This friend of mine, who le VLicreth Nelore, who wees 
treasurer of the Seventh Rugimcnt Armory event, T met 
her after I came deck from Spain snd ehe began giving 
a teriee of evening neetinzc at her etudio on West 57th 
Street ond invitiny frierdr in who were interested in 
nationslist Sprin. We were greatly surprised with 
the feot that there wae an imsense amount of propacenda 
here in the United States on sadount of the eo-called 
Loyaltet side. Inoidentally, I wrote a book on the sub- 
Jeot, which was pubdliehed Last year; sod after a numer 
of these meetings bad been held, et which some people 
would talk, it wae suggest ed thet on organisation be formed 
that would try tor do something to offaeet the Red propegonda 
of the Anti-Frenoo eide, and eo one evening suoh an organe 
ization eae formed. ure. Yelere asked me to preaide 
at the meeting, which I wae glied to do, and out of that 
grew an . tnion for National 1e t Spain. 
I wen cha iran and Mrz. Meiere woo treasurer, and John 
Yoghan Kelly wae essor try. Ke wae one of those who 
onme eround to that mesting. Fa hed been in Spain and 
oould speak Spanish. 
Mr. Yoorhis. Bhat wee the nane of thst organization? 
Mr. Hart. The Anerioan Union for Nationalist Spain. 
ur. Voorhie, my did vou sent ton kr. Kelly? 
Ur, Hart. I mentioned relly deoeuse he ie one of 
the per sone I have heard are oonneot ed with the Ohristian 
Front. The executive oont it toe ooreiuted of the six 


persone. 


There wae Mr. Ogden R. amond, Mr. Ellery Sedgwick, 
formerly editor for the Atlantio uonthly. 

ur. Casey. Do they osll him *Duke?® 

Mr. Hart. 1 do not know. Ye was the editor for 
thirty yeare or more of the Atlantio Monthly, and he and 
Oemeron Forbes had paid a vieit to Spain the previous year. 
Mrs. Metere, and Ignatiue M. Wilkineon, end Kelly and 
myself. e talked a good deal at come of these evening 
meetinge of the desirability of having a ua ueeting 
to get up the interest on the Franoo side, beoause every 
other organication was againet them eo far as we could see. 

Bo, finally, someone come long with e 8 whioh 
we Called ‘Spain in Arne,“ and rs, NevLere and I tried to 
work up a meeting on it. 30 we had a committee appointed, 
we wrote letters to a great many people, and eaid e want 
to do thus and 80. We said “will you appoint e 
committee to do itr* Tt was done, and the officers were 
myaelf ae chairman, Ure, Melere ae treasurer and John Kelly 
as secretary. The errengenent between ue wae that I wee 
to eeoure a place to hold the meeting and we got the Seventh 
Regiment Arnuory. Urs. uetere was to act as treasurer and 
to look after one or two other things, and I had agree: to 
z roosed to get the speakere, and Kelly wae to work up the 
audienoe. Bome ten days or two weeke before the meeting 
came off Kelly osme to my offtoe and told ne very celaly 
that, although he had token the job of getting the audicnoe, 
he had deoided to fill sone apenking engnagenents in Boeton 
that day and he could not co on with 11, and he had hired 


someone to take hie place, and I seid ‘well, the deuve you 


have“ end I said ‘who have you hired?* And he ead 1 
have tired Allen Zoll.“ 

Mr. Oneoy. Who wae it that had hired Allen Zoll? 

Mr. Hart. Kelly had hired Allen oil. urs. 
eiere and I, who had the brunt of the thing, resented 
that very mod, but de had hired him on cone arrangenend 
for pay, and after we had thought it over Ure. Melere and 
XY decided thnt the best thing to do was to let it go. 
We did not like Zoll, that ise pereonally, but we did not 
like a number of things, the vay/ne ran hie meetings eto., 
end 0 on, o thet they went ahead and one letter went 
out on the letterhead of the oosmittee, and here is the 
letterhead of the committee, ond someone sent us a copy 
of 1 and at the dos tos of it 1010 "allen zoll, for the 
committea.* That letter is the only one sent out fron 
the committees with hie name on it. I direoted hia to 
etop getting the audience and to keep out of eight. 
Se felt dietinotly that 41% would hurt the meeting if hie 
neme should eprear./ I do not know how we thought it 
Dut we did. However, unbeknown to us he got up this 
ofrouler of the meeting, and thie le the one atatenent in 
the Oonrressional Recurd, the epeeoh of Mr. Hook, where 
4% would appear thet there might be some connection with 
the (Christian Front, decause among the four eddresses where 
tiokets could de obtsined aprears mne Ohristian Front, 
Manhe t ten. 

Mr. Voorhie. hen was this meeting held? 

ur. Hart. February 1¢ th. 


Mr. Voorhis. That ic the one where he showed the 


pio ture! 
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Ur. Hart. That is the one. 

Mr. Voorhis, And that was on February 19, 1939? 

Mr. Hart. Tes, air. 

Ur, Voorhie. At the Seventh Regiment Armory? 

ur. Hert. Yeo, eir. 

Mr. Starnes. Ur. Dies was not present at that 
meeting? 

Wr. Hart. Mo, and he did not know that 1t was 
being held, so far as I know, 

vr. Starnes. All right. 

Mr. Hart. We did not know of the Ohristian Front, 
N Urs. Mei ere nor our legal counsel, mo fe a 
member of the legrl firm of Oravath, Henderson & Dederedorf, 
had ever heard of the Ohrietian Front. The thing we 
resented wee that someone had edged hie way in to the running 
of the meeting and from then on we had a job in handling 
this nan Toll. 

Mr. Starnes. Thie wae the first time February 
19, 1939 wae the first time you had heard of ti.6 Ohristian 
Front? 

Mr. Hart. That is the first time that I or Colonel 
Cosby, who ran the meeting, had ever heard of the Ohrietian 
Front. 

Mr. Starnes. I ane. 

Mr, Hart. men the tine for the meeting oame, he 
dene to me in the Armory, about three quarters of an hour 
before the meeting was soheduled to begin and said do you 
know there are Coughlinites on Leyington Avenue handing 


out billet* I was etanding in the presence of Colonel 


11 


Tobin of the Seventh Regiment and one or two more, and 
$011 one up and stood there and I wae astounded at hin, 
and the Inspector of Police wee present and in the pre- 
senoe of these people I inetructed him to stop at onoe the 
giving out of any literature dy any organization ine ide 
or outeide of the hall, and 1% ie my understanding that 
that wee carried out. 

Mr. Sternes. In other words, whatever literature 
might have been handed out by Coughinites or eny other 
group et thie masc meeting, you inetruocted the Police 
Comasiszeloner to stop? 

Ur. Hart. It was against our will and we instructed 
the polioe representative ~ I think he was an Inspeo tor 
to etop it. 

Mr. Casey. YWae there any literature exoept the 
Ooughiinites? 
sluoet Mr. Hart. 1 do not think eo. When the meeting was 

over br. Alexander Hamilton Rice, who ie a professor in 
Harvard, and Dr. morning of 6t. Mary's OQollegé, Maryland, 
when the meeting vad over there wae a little disturbance 
in the rear and in case a etring of people up the left 
aisle and they were oarry ing a banner, maybe forty or fifty 
of then. The hall wae almoet filled and they had to 
look for seate, Someone said thet the pioture wae of 
Father Coughlin. Almoet before they got to their eenats 
someone grabbed the ploture and threw it under the senate, 
Or. Rice wae eperking ot the time ond he paused for perhaps 
ten or fifteen seconds. That pneced out of the ploture 


and we forcot it and went on vith the meeting. I forgot 


12 


do say thet we had one up upon the pletforw and r. 
doll cene to me, trying to get one foct in the door, and 
he said ‘when the meeting is over, I have oerte in announces 
wente 1 as going to mike, ‘ I said you ere not going to 
wake any announcements, You will not be on the platforn, 
Oolonel Tobin, who wae present, snd who was in oharge of 
the Armory - and lat me cay it vas a privately owned Armory - 
he butted in and gad “thet is right, sir. I loaned this 
hell to ur. Hart, who is 8 friend of mine, but not for the 
use of any other organisation or individual.“ And the 
tat ter war cropred. And thet wee the last we heard of 
ur. Zoll. 

When the meeting wae nearly over you can see this 
in the New York Timee of February 20th, the next day, that 
oomeone jumped up on the floor end began oel l ing out that 
1 had a telegram fron Oanersl Franoo, and he demanded that 
1% be read. Ralf a dosen othere, according to the Times, 
joined with him, end thet fe about e truthful desoription. 
The Times writer is very careful to eay that those persone 
olained trat they belonged to an organisation eald to be 
onlled, or words to that effect, “The Christian Front.“ 
Apparently he had never heard of the Ohrietian Front be- 
fore or at least knew very littie of it. The police put 
then out and 1 take it that they may have been Obrist en 
Front ors. An they were led past our table one of then 
rushed up and ehook hie filet in my face and oslled me a 
vile name, and thet ia about ne oloee : oonnection sa 1 


have with the Chrietisn Front. 


Mr. Jasey. Like the Comm:niets? 
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Mr. Hart. It te a luna tio fringe, apparently, 

Mr. Voorhia. He vag in the same position ae when 
the Oomauniete at tenpted to do that same thing? 

Mr. Hert. Yee. 

Mr. Oneey. Wheat gave thom the idea thers was a 
telegront 

Ur. Hart. They had got the idea sone mere. I do 
not know whether it was a pretext to start something or 
not. J do not know, but ot any rate that passed off. 

There were various meetings here, for ins tenoe 
warioue false atatenents here. Ur. Hook eays that at 
thie meeting no subject matter taken up there oould rea- 
onably de called pro-Aumeriosn. Mr. John B. Trevor 
offered thie resolution at that mecting, whioh was unanimoue 
ly oerried: 

THERTAS, thie assembly of 10,000 american oitisens 
have dedioated themselves to uphold all Amerioan inetitut. 
fone and the form of government cetablieshed by the Founders 
of the Republio one hundred ond fifty yeare ago; and 

*HEREAS, Thie assembly holde Communism to be 3 
menace to Awerioan institut ions and the maintenanoe of 
friendly reletions with foreign atates; be it 

RESOLVED, het the Concrese of the United States 
enforoe upon 11 Exeoutive Offioere of thie nation an 
attitude of absolute neutrality in foreign oont rovers ies, 
forbid an aooord of epeoial privileger in seoreoy to any 
foreign power, end emphationlly condemn indulgenoe in 
abusive and contemptuove comment upon rulers of foreign 


stetee, upon the forme of fovernment they administer, or 
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upon the domentio pol totee and morols of friendly peopl ee, 
and de it further 

REGOLYTD, Theat the Congrese of the United States take 
immediate snd effeo'ive steps to provent the involvesent 
of the in! tee Ftatee in var for any purpose other than 
the defense of the vital interest of our nation and the 
right and safety of our peorle. 

Mr. Starnes. met ves offered and adopted! 

Ur. Har“. That ene the ono resolution offered and 
unanimously adopted. 

Mr, Voorhic. ‘ao there any reapon why he linited 
that to Oawedu@ex inetead of inoluding Fasoiam and Hatsites! 

Mr. Hart. That would go into quite a discussion, 
1 think that the drafter of thet resolution probably felt 
that the menace of Oommunias was greater than the menace 
of Fesoisn. 

Ar. Yoorhin. There world not have been any haru 
in including the othera? 

Mr. Hart. At least thet de what the resolution caid. 

ur. Casey. These people who ebanded the telegram 
they were probably in nocord with your views of what was 
the happening in Spain, or co you know snything about that? 

ur. Hert. I do rot know at ell, I do not know 
who they were. J had never teen the. before end I did not 
get the names of any of then. 

Vr. Oasey. I merely point that out to show the 
deedl y perellel thet eometines Comruniats are in aooord 
with the viene of other people. 


ur. Hart. I have a Jewish friend in Kew Tore who ie 


15 


quite promine.t and sho is agsinnt Sommunien and eg inst 
Kosiies end azainot Fasoien, and referrinc to one of the 
reputable neabers of hie own race, it 10 not necessary 

to mention hia name out it is well know, he says to me 
“that wen fe juet ae moh a probl en / to his Jede ao Father 
Cougniin ia to the ohriatians. * more te a wide fringe 
spparentay of yunatiogs in all of these groups ond certainly 
these boys were of thet kind. 

kr. Voorhis, ere they all yourg, moat of them? 

r. Hart. Tney were youngieh I should sey; probably 
thirty] or tone younger than thet. 

Mr. Ihouas. If you drew rerolut tion like that 
today rould you inolude Nagiisn and Fasolem along with 
Cornuni sat 

Ir. Hart. The feot is that we did inolude 48112 
and Yasola: in resolutions adopted at the Nadison Square 
orden. 

Ar. oorhle. The faot in nat thie renolution was 
not drawn by you but by eomeone alee? 

Ur. Hart. I vo not rell. 1 think „r. trevor 
dic it, tut he probably did 17 in collaboration with me. 

I 30 mt reoall at thin tine. Y wuld be perfeotly 
willing to take the reeponaibility for it, but it rao not 
by any weane to indicate that se were evnpnthetio with 

Na 311 or Preoien. In faot, in ry opening remarks, I 
stated thst T thought the ameriloan people were just 88 
disgusted with the iiagia in tnie country ase with the 
Communist e. that is ell eet forth in the newepsper 


sooount, ard 1 did not think the people here would long 
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stand people in ore ten unf forma vrancing up and dom the 
country, 

ur. voorh te. The only ranson I asked you that que- 
ation wae that re bave frecuently asked 11 and enid nothing 
about Comruntes. 

Ur. hart. Mare are other winotatements here, 
recent statement: th rezar“ to this seating. ‘Hart turned 
over nert of the Ork to hte ramoci-tea, Bernard T. D' Aroy 
and Aller 5011. Y wild toll ou what hanpened. I do 
not thins 7 have ever mot kr. D'Aroy. I have heard his 
name recently. who ho 1e 1 do not think I know, T weet 
a greet Tany people, aa you gentleren do, and I do not oharge 
wyself reaiily with their names. 

Wr. Morse. As I redall it, this vas a atatencns 
wide dy ur. Hook on the floor of the House the other day? 

Mr. Hart. Yes, sir. 

Wr. omas. Thet te under dete of Jenusry 22, wit 
thie 16 all the firct pert of his st=tement relntive to the 
Chrietian Front? 

Kr. Mort. Yer, air. 

Wr. Mono. Cf covree, ve beve had terptimony from 
enother rwitnene in the leet day or two thet u mejor portion 
of the ntntement wae preperec for ur. Hook by thie othar 
witness. ht wer hin nanet 

ur. Nason. dardner Jaokson. 
„r. part. It fo quite likely, T should aay. dorothy 
Thompson atteckes thie tring, en? ir her oolunn of Pebruary 


22nd 1 think, ahe Oe of thin meating as thouch it had 


deen of the general nature of the Bund ot Medison square 
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Oarden. I bot. uni catod with tira. Crdan Reid, whoa I 
happen to know, the vioe-president of the Herald- Tr dune, 
and - 

ur, Sturnos. Just e minute. I do not know how 
about the other usvbere of the committee, but (an interest~ 
ed in a steteuent fror ur. Hart conoerning the che rge meade 
dy Nf. Zouk on chie aubjeot here in hie spesoh on the floor 
of the Hout e. I an not interaeted in eny newepaper 
exoerpta, snd l ar not interested in rhat comebody elee 
thinks sbout you. Ice tryinz to find out, if I orn, 
what oonnection you have with the Christian Front, ae 
oharged in ir. ook! e speeoh, ond I wieh you would confine 
youreel? to that part of it. 

ur. Hart. Yes. Passing over that, I would Like 
to gay thet Erz. Thocpeon took back > part of whet she 
said in a footnote of February N, and then she wrote me 
thie letter, and I will read just a few lines beosuse it 
goes to the heart of what you are talking about now! 

“urs. Fetd hee turned over your letters to me to 
answer. I W. voally very sorry that you do not think J 
made the amende honorable ir tho footnote to my oolurn 
of February 27. 1 thought I made it narftsotly ol ear 
thet your meeting wee not o Couglin net ing and thet my 
ref erenoee to Deraan enenkors spplied to the Bund meeting. * 

Later on! 

“Sinoe your twaeting wis not in oollshoration with the 
Oogolinites, but only wae Ha tront red and advertieed and 
invade: vy tham „ faot hoh I 40 not question - you, 


and your sponsor, wore oleered of my ohe rege by my fuotnote. ! 


My. Sternes. All right. Now, mark those 0 that 
the reporter aan identify then and put then into the 
record, 

Mr. Hart. I will leave the whole letter, because 
there ere paragraphs that have deen selected and read. 

Mr. Casey. The etrength of thet ia that we have 
oonv r noed Dorothy Thompson. If he oan do that, that is 
eomething to be proud of. 


Mr. Hart. I have never net her. 
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Ur. Btarnese. Let use get down to what conneotion ur. 


Dies has to this. 


Mr. Hart. Wr. Diee hee no conneotion with this. 


Mr, Starnes. With any of these things testified to 


ae having happened at the mass meeting in the Armory of the 


Seventh Regiment, Nr. Dies had nothing to do? 
Mr. Hert. Mot at all. 


Ur. Starnes. Nor any other member of the committes 


at that time. 

My. Hart. Not at all. Ur. Kook eaye Kr. Dies 
had ooneorted with oer te in people who had eomething to do 
with thie matter. 

Mr. Starnes. All right. Ae to the laet matter, 
in the firet place, Mr. Hook says on page 850, ‘wa find 
Dies turning to hie friend Mersin k. Hart to promote a 
nase meeting for Amerioa at Madison Square Oarden, on 
Wednesday, November 28, 1939. 

The fact of the matter ie, I made a speoial trip 
to Washington, ee I did the previous year, to see if I 


could prevail upon Mr. Dies to come up there and attend a 
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dinner or e lunoheon in late November, and we talked about 
it for some time and then finelly he aid “well, see here, 
the Bundere and the Oowmuniste have had meetinge in Madieon 
ecusee Gayden; would it be possible for us to heve an 
Amerioen meeting in Madison Square Garden? T said 

*I do not know, I will see,* and I went deck and found 
great interest in 1% and thet led to the meeting. The 
meeting speake for itself. Here ere a hundred odd 
eponeore. They inolude Jews and gentilee and patriotic 
organigzetions, men and women, former governore and other 

of fiolele ~ Colonel Theodore Roosevelt and Qeneral O“ Ryan 
and others. The speakere were Colonel George U. Harvey, 
president of the Borough of Queene; Joseph P. Ryan, president 
of the Internationel Longenoremen's Assooiation, A. . of L} 
Jerenieh Orose, past state commander of the Amerioen Legion]; 
Leurene Hamilton, former New York stete assemblyman, presid- 
ent of the New York State Chapter of the Sons of the 
Amerioan Revolution; Jean hathiee, New York State Oommander 
of the Jewish War Veterans of the United States; and Nr. 
Dies. One member of the Metropolitan Opere gave a msioal 
recital. The committee, with wyself ao ohairman, 
consisted of Jeremiah Oroes, Hildreth Melere and Colonel 
Arthur F. Mosby, vioe-ohairmans Mary Vail Andrees, Treasurer; 
Colonel Ralph 0. Tobin, Secretary, end the others were 
Knowlton Durham, John B. Trevor, Jr., George A. Timone, 
Frank Fox, J. T. Mokel l, Milton W. Harrison, John d. 

Dunlop, Philip Liebusnn, Fodert Appleton, Nesémore Kendall, 


and Lawrenoe B. Elliman. There were two other menmbere 


that were added at the last moment. I do not Tremenber 


20 


theiy nene at this tine. 

Mr. Thomae. You might put in there that on the 
dack of that phamplet ie quoted the anthem ‘America®. 

Mr. Hart. Yes. Those are, in substence, the 
facts, gentienen, 

Mr. Starnes. 411 right. Now, I heve some que 
attone I went to aek you. 

ur. ners. Yee, sir. 

Mr. Sternea. Prior to February, 1939, and I believe 
you have etated under oath that you had never heard of 
the Christian Front, 

Mr. Hart. I never heard of it. 

ur. Starnes. Do you reosll ever heving heard of 
the Gesman-Amserioan Bund prior to that} time? 

Mr. Heart. Oh, yee, I had heard of that. 

ur. Atarnee. Did you know Mr. kuhn or Nr. Hill or 
any other mender of the Bund? 

ur. Hart. 1 had never heard of them. 

ur. Btarnee. Had you ever been to one of their 
meetings? 

Mr. Hert. About two/yeere ago I went to one of 
theiy nase meetings and sat up in the peanut gallery’, 
veceuse I wanted to eee whet it wae all adout. 

Mr. Otarnes. Are you in sympathy with the Ohristian 
Front or the deruan- Awer 10 n Bund or any of these orgenisa- 
tions! 

Mr. Hert. kot in the least. 1 think the German- 
aner 1 en Bund ie etupid and I oannot find out, I oonfese, 


juet what the Ohrietian Front is. It le apparently an 
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underground organſi rat on. Let me say this - 

Mr. Starnes. Let me ask you some other quest ions. 

Ur. Hart. Pardon me. 

Mr. Starnes. Has there deen any conneotion, direct 
or indirect, between you ae an individual and the direoting 
heade of the Chrietian Front or the German-Amerioan Bund 
or any of thsee groups in promoting any meetings in New York 
Oity? 

Ur. Hart, Not in the least. 

uy, Starnes. At whioh Ur. Dies attended. 

Mr. Bart. lo. 

ur, Starnes. Have you ever at eny time expressed 
any evupathy ot all with the program of the Oernan- Amer ion 
Bund or the Christian Nobilirere!? 

Mr. Hart. No, sir, not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Sternes. I believe thet is all I have to sek hin. 
ur. Maeon, have you snything? 

Mr. Maeon. It e ene to wo it te e clear out oese. 

Mr. Starnes. Have you anything, Nr. Voorhist 

ir, Voorhie, Yee, eir. Do you think that our 
committee should invest ige te an thoroughly ae we oan ~ we 
already have to sone extent, not very much the Ohristian 
Front and try to find out about it se moh as possible? 

Mr. Hart. I should certeinly think no, if you think 
they are important enough. 

Mr. Voorhie. I want to know what you think. 

Mr. Hart. 7 do not know anourh about it to say, but 
1f you think they ara eubveraive - 

Mr. VYoorhia Do yout 


Mr. Hart. I thitik they are nuts, 


ur. Voorhie, I suppose we would all agree with 
that, 
ur. Hert. My opinion is not intelligent enough to 
de subvereive. I may be wrong. Maybe, oongreesesan, 
there are people who are in the Obrist tan Front who may 
ve high up and they may be intelligent enough. 
ur. VYoorhie. Do you know Nr. Caseidy? 
My, Hert. I never heard of hin, 
Mr. Voorhis. Cidn't you go to the meeting at the 
Manhattan Opera House end ne et Mr. Oaesidy? 
ur. Hart. Wo, eir. I have never deen in the 
Manhatten Opera House, He dringe that in here but he 
does not mention me in conneotion with it. 
Ur. Thowes. look bringe that int 
Hr. Hart. Yee, sir. 
Hr. Mone e. He probably got that from Jeck eon. 
Mr. Hart. e doee epeak of two or three facts. 
Ur. Yoorhis. You were not at the Manhatten Opera 
House with Mr. Ceseldy? 
Mr. Hart. No, air. 
Mr. Voorhis, And you never spoke at a meeting with 
Mr. Oaseidy? 
ur. Hart. lo, eir, I do not think I ever met him, 
Mr. VYoorhis. Thies wee supposed to be in 1936. 
Do you know anything about the American Coalition? 
Mr. Bert. Yee. I know e good deal about it, 
Mr. Voorhis. Do you know enything sbout any conneo- 
tion Mr. James Trew has to that? 5 
ur. Hart. ‘Shen I bay, that 1 do not know thet Mr. 


Trew bad ever been connnoted with the Anerioen Coalition, 
and I asked Nr. Trevor, who ie an int tua te friend of mine, 
and he seid he hee never hed anything to do with it, 

ur. Yoornia. Mat is the Amerionn Ooalition? 

ur, Hart, The American Coalition ia an organieation 
of a hundred or more patriotio sooleties, such as the 
Amer 10 % Legion, and the Sone of the Auer 10en Revolution, 

Ve. Thomas. I think richt at thie point we should 
introduce as an exhibit the letterhead of the Amerioan 
Coalition. fe have that and 1 think we oucht to gend for 
it now and put it in and eee who some of these organizations 
are. 

Mr. Yoorhis. You do not know of any esesooiation that 
Mr. Trew ever had with the Amerionn Ooalition? 

ur, Hart. I do not know of any suoh, and I would be 
aetounded if I found he wae, Ur. Trevor says there ie none, 

Ur. Voorhie. mat do you think of ur. Trew's 
activities? 

Mr. Hart. I think Mr. Trew has been going pretty 
haywire in recent yeare. When he began hie lettere, I 
was eympathetio, but when he got into anti-semetio otuff 
T wae not so sympathetio. 1 told him on one or two 
ocoue tone that I thought he was going too far, 

Mr. Haeon. That han nothin: to do vith what we are 
inquiring about. 

Mr. Sternee. No, it hee nothine to do with thet and 
he ie ask ine for opinion evidence. 

Mr. Hort. 1 am not e zender of the constituent 


orgenizetions, or any one of thes. I suppose Ur. Trevor 
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aexed me down and he wanted me to give a talk on Spain 


in his meeting. 


epoke at the lunohvon. 


dane time. 
ur. 
Mr. 
ittee. 
Mr. 


Ur. 


Voorhie. 


Thonae. 


Voorhis. 


Thomas. 


I apoke in the morning and Ur. Dies 


Wa were not speakere at the 


I do not know enything about it, 


Tt 11 oame up before the Dies Oo. 


I vase not a member. 


Ur. Steele seid 1% was a coalition of 


the patriotio sooities and they are all listed here on 


page 276 of volume I of the Dies Committees hear inge. I 


notioe that tho Veterans of Foreign tare ie one of then. 


ur. 


Voorhio. 


I will easy to the committee that w:at 


I om trying to do is to get the record etraight on all of 


these matters. 


ur. 


Sternes. 


That 10 all right. If there ere any 


further questione, go right ahead. 


ur. 


Casey. 


I notioe that you had as a epeaker, 


aocording to the prograr st your lest meeting, a man who is 


affilieted with the A. 


Mr. 
bY, 


Mr. 


1nd 10%. 


Kr. 


Ur. 


Hert. 
Casey. 


Hart. 


Casey. 


Hert. 


Joseph b. Ryan. 


FT. of LY 


Yes. 


Who wae het 


Re has just been 


How did you happen to have him speak? 


de wontod to get representrtivae of the 


different big groune in the comunity, 


Mr, 


Oasey. 


Did you make any efforte to get any 


representative of the O10, the other labor organiration? 


Mr. Hart. Wo, we did not. 

Mr. Casey. Why didn't you? 

Ur. Hart. We got one representative of labor end 
with our big program we thought that wae enough. 

Mr, Oaesey. But you knew that labor wae divided 
into two mejor groupe? 

Er. Hert. Yeo. 

Mr. Oacey. And you got the rival of the 0107 

ur. Hert. We do not tate any position against the 
O10, and did not in thie moeting at all. I do not recall 
that any word was eaid about it. It way have been, but 
I do not reoall it. 

Mr, Oa ey. I have nothing further. 

Nr. @ternes. Any questions, br. Thomas? 

My. Thowae. Mo. 

ur, Part. Mey I easy juet a rord or two that ooourred 
to me sinoe 1 spoke? In the firet place, let me point 
thie out. On thie list of sponsore here 

Mi. thomag. What is that? 

ur. Hert. Thie 1 the luncheon of December 6th whore 
ur. Diese wee with Aelly and zoll, that these gare two men 
were anne thie list of sponsors. Ye made a list of two 
or three bur. dred people and their names were on the letters. 
Why they put thes on 1 do not know. We knew nothing against 
thew then, end that was threes nontne before we heard of the 
Ohyistian Front and it may be that they did not belong to 
that orgenigation at that tine. At any rate, thoy are 
there. 


Ir. Starnes. And you had never heard of the christien 
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Front at thet tine! 

Mr. Hart. 10, sir. 

Mr. Thomaa. They were two out of how many sponsors? 

ur, Hert. Roughly, ff ty. In the second place, 
Mr. Hook saye here that edwission wae ohayged at thie nase 
meeting on Novender 25th et edison Squere Carden, but he 
gaye thst there wae one group whioh did not have to pay 
to hear the great oongressnnn from Texas, and that group 
was the chriet fen Front. Ao a matter of fact, we cave 
away wore then twenty-five thousand free tickets. We 
gave them to all who cane, gave tem to Oommniste. The 
Christian Front were not by any usenet the people we sought 
to pay for. te wanted to f111) the hall with Amerioan 

did not 

citizens, without regerd to their belief, and we/singled 
ous the people snd were not sfter those on ve thought 
were moro in eympathy with our ideas. 

Mr. Starnes. Rave you stated your position? 

Mr. Hart. Yee, sir. Let me juet say this, to de 
perfectly sefe. I have said that I did not know any 
per tone that are Ohrs tian Prontera. Thie is an under 
ground organisation. Sinoe i never heard of it prior to 
Fevruery, 1939, it may eneily be that persone representing 
the Ohrietian Front, or belonging to 1% ~ they oould not 
have been of auoh importence,if there were any, bave 
spoken to wea end dropped into the office to see me and 1 
have seen ther aithous, however, me knowing their oonneotion 
with the Ohristian Front. 

Mr. Starnes. That ie ell, then. 


(whereupon, st 1250 pow, the committee adjourned. ) 


